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	Negotiating Areas
Anti-dumping
	Mandate

DDA provides for clarifying and improving disciplines under ADA, while preserving the basic concepts and principles of the Agreement and taking into account the needs of developing countries and LDCs
	Current State of Play

Pace of negotiations in this area remained slow throughout the Round, as US and few other countries argue hard to dilute or delay any change or amendment being proposed by most of the developing countries.

FANs (Friends of Anti-dumping Negotiations) group, having emerged as a strong group is pursuing clarification in the rules with a view to avoid any discretionary use, mis-interpretation, or mis-application of the rules.
The Chairman of the ‘Negotiating Group on Rules’ issued a ‘Chair’s Text’ on 30th November 2007, followed by a ‘Working Document’ on 28th May 2008.

The Chairman, in his text, introduced the concept of ‘Zeroing’ methodology in calculating dumping margin, abolished the provision of ‘Lesser Duty Rule’ in application of punitive duty; and cleaned the language in numerous articles of the ‘Agreement’.
In his ‘Report to the TNC’, the Chairman states that he would be able to come up with a revised text after the modalities in the areas of Agriculture and NAMA are achieved.

	Pakistan’s Position

Being a supporter of FANs (Friends of Anti Dumping Negotiations), Pakistan is actively engaged in these negotiations with a view to pursue its offensive export interests. Our major focus in these negotiations remains on streamlining initiation of investigation process and clarifying rules in order to curtail discretions available to the investigating authorities.

Pakistan is also part of a small technical group discussing ‘Questionnaire and Verification’ for the ‘Investigating Authorities’.

Pakistan has welcomed the Chair’s initiative of presenting the first text; and feels that the text, despite incorporating many clarifications in the current language, lacks an overall balance. Introduction of ‘Zeroing’ methodology and abolition of ‘Lesser Duty Rule’, despite no explicit demand from the Membership, are considered uncalled-for and serious departures from the mandate.
Pakistan however remains supportive of the Chair’s cognizance of the issues like data disclosure, exporters’ confidence, price undertakings, public notice, back-to-back investigations, sunset and a specially designed peer review mechanism of top investigating Members.
For a balanced outcome of negotiations, Pakistan is seeking an early revision of the text.



	Counter-vailing
	DDA provides for clarifying and improving disciplines under ASCM, while preserving the basic concepts and principles of the Agreement and taking into account the needs of developing countries and LDCs
	While there has been a little engagement in other areas, the ‘Chair’s Text’ clarifies in greater details the provisions of Article 14 relating to subsidy calculation.
Besides, the text calls for a two-year examination of subsidy notifications, instead of existing provision of three years. Special status of Pakistan as part of Annex-VII countries (for providing certain subsidies until GNP per capita reached US$ 1000) remains unchanged.


	Pakistan is supportive of clarifying these rules with a view to bring them in harmony with the Anti-Dumping Agreement.
Pakistan sees the ‘Chair’s Text’ a good improvement in the right direction, though our request for improving the threshold of subsidies for Annex-VII countries has still not acceded to. Pakistan looks forward to seek this flexibility in the revised text.

	Fisheries Subsidies
	DDA provides for clarifying and improving WTO disciplines on fisheries subsidies, taking into account the importance of this sector to developing countries.
	This is the new area, where no provision was available in WTO law. It was therefore mandatory to devise such laws to strike a balance among trade, development and environment. The Chair has proposed a draft legal text to form part of ASCM and attached as Annexure VIII to the Agreement.


	Pakistan is supportive of the early elimination of fisheries subsidies;

For S&DT, Pakistan supports for an exclusive S&D box of fisheries subsidies for the deserving developing countries to cater for the needs of sustainable development and improved living standards of the fisheries communities.
Pakistan recognises that the Chair’s task was rather difficult to gather, sift and re-arrange the jig-saw puzzle from a scratch, with no starting point in sight. Yet, the outcome in the form of a draft legal text is quite forthcoming. Pakistan, however, remains a strong advocate of a much clearer language on broad prohibition of fisheries subsidies and an exclusion of permissible subsidies, with adequate S&D arrangements.


	Rules:

Regional Trade Agreements
	DDA provides for clarifying and improving disciplines and procedures under the existing WTO provisions applying to RTAs, taking into account the developmental aspects of the RTAs
	The proposals under consideration pertain to:

 a. Transparency issues; and

b. Systemic issues like –scope and coverage of the RTAs, depth of concessions and implementation periods for such Agreements
	a. Pakistan supports transparency issues including examination for the Agreements under Article XXIV of the GATT and Article V of GATS. Pakistan has however supported the stance that the RTAs falling under the ‘Enabling Clause’ are not subject to the WTO examination requirement.
b. For systemic concerns, Pakistan is supporting EC’s proposal of defining and developing some acceptable parameters for the coverage of RTAs in terms of extent and depth of tariff preferences. 

Pakistan can however go along with the Australian proposal of ambitious coverage in RTAs if the concessions thus far agreed among the contracting member states are subsequently multilateralized after [x] number of years.
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